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Island Mission Group

Next Virtual Meeting –To be confirmed by Fr Frank
	Location
	ZOOM - Virtual
	Attendance
	FrFM
Fr Frank Murray
IMG Chair

FrJD
Fr Joe Daly

PT
Pauline Thomas
Pastoral Associate

SS
Stephen Smith
Administrator

SrMR
Sr Miranda 

AF
Andrew Fleming
left at 19:25
CH
Christine Hunt
PB
Pat Bowyer

RLW
Rhian Lloyd Williams

JMcQ
Jean McQueen

BSJ
Brioni Somers-Jones
IMG Secretary
JOB
John O’Brien

	Date
	May 25th2021
	
	

	Start Time
	19:02
	
	

	Finish Time
	19:57
	
	

	Apologies
	Sue Roberts
John Tierney
	
	


IMG Meeting Action Points
	Person
	Action

	FrFM
	To communicate date of next IMG Meeting


IMG Meeting Minutes
	1. Welcome

	FrFM
	Welcomed Attendees

	2. Opening Prayer

	SrMR
	Led Opening Prayer

	3. Apologies

	FrFM
	Sue Roberts, John Tierney

	4. Minutes from IPT

	FrFM
	6.1 PT Licence covers the CDs played in Church but does fully cover the playing of CDs during streamed services – Proposed the stream should be muted during the playing of CDs and / or alerting service attendees (e.g. at funerals) that it may be necessary to charge a licence fee for their requested music
6.2 PT clarified that 8.6 should read YCW.  A Confirmation Course is not being offered, instead it will be the piloted Salford Course. YCW Course that has not yet been completed, although it is designed as a follow-on course based on leadership (Empower Theme) for post confirmation attendees
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	5. Weekend Masses

	FrFM
	5.1 Letter sent to Bishop Peter and an initial response received (see below).  No decision from Bishop Peter yet
5.2 Due to no response from Bishop, it was decided that a further meeting would be scheduled when the response is received

5.3 It was discussed that the contains of the Letter to Bishop Peter should have been discussed with IMG Group prior to sending.  It was agreed that this should have been the course of action, however, letter was sent by IPT in the hope that the contents could be discussed at tonight’s IMG Meeting and potentially a decision could be made on the Weekend Mass Schedule

5.4 Concerns were raised regarding the continuity of Mass Services following the latest resumption of services post lockdown, as potentially now mass times would again change.  This concern is a post-C19 concern not a concern relating to principle

5.5 Discussion around how this potential new schedule needs to address and plan for the future of the church services, sooner rather than later, e.g. potentially only having one priest, elderly congregation, etc. Likewise, it needs to be manageable / workable should things begin to open fully in September or should the country go back into lockdown

5.6 It was agreed that should Bishop Peter accept the new schedule; it will need to be discussed and agreed by the IMG before it is communicated 
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	6. Matters from Pauline

	PT
	6.1 Highlights for the PA Report were read out, and details of the Laudate Si Action Platform Launch were given
6.2 PT has been invited by OMI to be a delegate at the next OMI International Lay Congress

6.3 No further questions or comments from attendees
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	7. Matters from Stephen

	SS
	7.1 The audits have been finished and a copy will be sent to Ireland also
7.2 Work still outstanding on Holyhead and Amlwch Churches
7.3 SS is performing and recording regular fire and safety checks at one church each week

7.4 Steering group accounts will be circulated at the end of May in readiness for the June meeting.  Currently, excluding the ring-fenced £1,500, the account balance is £3,279

7.5 SrMR and her group have been hand delivering Newsletters and other documentation which is helping to alleviate the C19 postage costs

7.6 Still awaiting one further quote regarding the corridor between Beaumaris Church and the Parish House
7.7 No further questions or comments from attendees

	8. Any Other Business

	FrFM
	8.1 Proposal that a lay minister or Funeral Minster would lead the Funeral on June 1st at 11:30 in Valley with the cremation in Colwyn Bay or alternatively accompany FrFM – SrMR to come back to FrFM regarding this
8.2 JOB discussed who he has been dialoguing with and the themes that have been discussed with the different groups.  He expressed that through all his interactions, he does feel we are moving towards a whole new way of being in Church, and it is a painful, tentative, and difficult time.  JOB hopes to visit Anglesey in July depending on government travel and C19 restrictions and would also hope to visit on a second occasion

	9. Date of Next Meeting


	FrFM
	FrFM to communicate date of next IMG Meeting, meetings to be changed to Wednesday evenings

	10. Closing Prayer

	SrMR
	Read Closing Prayer
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 Island Pastoral Team. 
20th May 2021 VIRTUAL 11.00 a.m. 


Minutes 
 


Present: (in spirit) Joe, Frank, Pauline, John, Miranda and Stephen 


 


Chair: Frank 


Prayer: Joe 


Scribe: John 


Main items covered 


 


• Pauline –All courses continuing. Still some Fratelli Tutti books available. All Let Us 


Dream books distributed. Check payment. 


• Stephen – Rhosneigr to be prepared on Friday 21st May. PAT testing and hardwiring 


nearing completion. Minor problems in Holyhead, more serious problems in Amlwch 


• Weekend Masses: Discussion on letter to Bishop Peter re Mass times. Proposals to be 


sent to the Bishop simultaneously. Discussion at IMG meeting on 25th May. 


• Next meeting Thursday 27th May at 11.30 am - Pauline to invite 


 


Chair: Joe 


Prayer: John 


Scribe: John 
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Dear Fathers Frank and Joe, 
  
Thank you for this letter and the further prompt to reply earlier. I was at a meeting so couldn’t 


respond to the ‘phone. 


  
You are quite right in your ‘phone message that I do need a little more time before I respond with 


full and appropriate pastoral consideration. To help that a little more it would help if I could see a 


proposed cycle schedule with Mass/Service times, please. 
  


I am pleased to know of your Island meeting this evening and please assure the faithful of my 


continue prayers and best wishes as we all seek to rediscover the ways of being Church and of 


helping others to too. 


  
In the meantime I will continue by reflection and response. 
  
With every good wish and prayers in these post-Pentecost days, 


  
  


† Peter  
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PASTORAL ASSOCIATE REPORT May 2021  


 


THE NEXT ISLAND SERVICE OF WORD VIA ZOOM WILL BE HELD ON SUNDAY 13TH JUNE, 


6PM.  


• The planning group (Alison Mawdsley, Christine Hunt, Sr Miranda Richards, Patsy Thomas and PT) 


meet twice via Zoom to work together to plan each Island Service of Word.  


• The planning group encourage participation across the Island Communities; people from different 


communities are invited to lead through the proclamation of the scripture, the Prayer of the Faithful, 


reflections, leading of the Service of Word and through leading the music.  


• A practice is held on the Thursday evening at 7pm prior to the Service. 


  


FUNERAL MINISTERS & BEREAVEMENT VISITORS SUPPORT MEETINGS via Zoom took 


place Friday 16th April, 2.30pm & Friday 23rd April 2.30pm. Fr Joe & Fr Frank were invited to attend. A 


letter has been produced that will be given to the bereaved at the pastoral visit made by the priest or Funeral 


Minister. The letter is from the Island Bereavement Team and gives information about: prayers of 


Remembrance that will take place in the community, the annual Mass for the Bereaved held in November 


and the contact telephone numbers and emails of the two priests who can put them in touch with the 


Bereavement Team if requested. 


 


THE 10AM WEDNESDAY MORNING ZOOM GROUP  


The group have begun reading ‘Let us Dream – the path to a better future by Pope Francis in 


Conversation with Austen Ivereigh’. 12 copies of the book were ordered - recommended price £10.99 sold at 


£5 a copy to members of the reading group. All copies have been sold. 


 


WEDNESDAY EVENING, 7PM,  ZOOM GROUP have been in conversation in response to the talks 


from the Edinburgh Jesuit Centre: What would Pope Francis do?  


A series of talks, by prominent Catholic voices exploring the teaching of Pope Francis. Speakers were: 


Austen Ivereigh, Sr Imelda Poole MBE, James Martin SJ, Christopher Lamb, Dr Lorna Gold and Sr Gemma 


Simmonds CJ. The final session was held on 19th May last week. 


NEXT… 


TINA BEATTIE IN CONVERSATION WITH WOMEN AROUND THE WORLD  


TO BE OFFERED WEDNESDAY EVENINGS, 7PM VIA ZOOM  


5 SESSIONS BEGINNING WEDNESDAY 23RD JUNE: 


1. Tina Beattie in conversation with Kochurani Abraham from Kerala about her experiences of 


faith as an Indian Catholic woman during this time of global crisis. Tina Beattie talks with Dr. 


Kochurani Abraham from Kerala about her experiences of faith as an Indian Catholic woman during 


this time of global crisis. They discuss the challenges presented by the Covid-19 pandemic.  


2. Tina Beattie in conversation with Peruvian theologian Rocio Figueroa. She worked in the Holy 


See as head for the women’s section in the Pontifical Council for the Laity. Figueroa’s research has 


focused on theological and pastoral responses for survivors of Church sexual abuse. She advocates 


for survivors of sexual abuse and women’s rights.  


3. Tina Beattie in Conversation with Sri Lankan theologian Anupama Ranawana. Anupama is 


based in Oxford UK. Her work focuses on Asian Theology, feminist and womanist theology, and 


decolonizing theology. Anupama’s research and policy work spans the local and the global, having 


worked for organisations such as Oxfam GB and Caritas Canada, as well as the Centre for Policy 


Alternatives, Sri Lanka.  


4. Tina Beattie in Conversation with Mary Colwell, who is a British writer, producer and public 


speaker on our relationship with the natural world. Mary is based in Bristol UK. She works widely 


with church groups and others to raise environmental awareness, and she is a passionate campaigner 


to save Britain’s endangered curlew population and to establish a GCSE in Natural History.  







2 
 


5. Tina Beattie in Conversation with Zimbabwean theologian Martha Mapasure. Her research 


interests are in the correlations of gender and religion, focusing particularly on religious women’s 


experiences in the church and in the world. 


 


THE 11AM FRIDAY MORNING  ZOOM GROUP This group have completed viewing and responding 


to talks hosted by the Scottish Laity Network - Disciples Artisans of our own Destiny Preparing the Future’: 


1. What is the Hope of COP 26? ~ Professor Jim Skea   


2. What is the COVID-19 Commission saying and doing that gives us Hope? ~ Lorna Gold 


3. What are the Economists saying that gives us Hope? ~ Katherine Trebeck 


4. Hope in the Midst of Hopelessness ~ Omar Haramy  


5. What do we have to do to give Hope to Refugees and Migrants? ~ Alison Phipps and Hyab Yohannes 


6. How do we celebrate the Eucharist as an authentic sign and manifestation of Hope? ~ Tom O’Loughlin   


NEXT… 


3 ‘CANNONBALL TALKS’ ON CONVERSION hosted by the Edinburgh Jesuit Centre to mark the 500th 


Anniversary of the Conversion of St Ignatius of Loyola: 


May 21st: Christina Leaño - Associate Director of the Global Catholic Climate Movement –  


May 28th: James Hanvey SJ: The Jesuit General’s Secretary for the Service of the Faith 


4th June: Ambassador Sally Axworthy MBE - British Ambassador to the Holy See 


 


MID-WEEK SERVICE OF WORD EVERY THURSDAY MORNING AT 10AM VIA ZOOM  


This service is open to all. Each week a Service leaflet is prepared and emailed to those participating along 


with the Zoom invitation. Again, a different person leads this service each week and everyone has an 


opportunity to participate through the proclamation of the scripture readings, silent reflection and sharing in 


response to the scripture of the day and spontaneous intercessory prayer. There is also time for a coffee & 


chat together after the Service. 


 


CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER LED BY SR MARY DARGIE (& FR. ANTON):  


This group meets once a month. 


NEXT SESSION MONDAY 24th May 7pm.  


 


PRAY & PONDER THE SCRIPTURE FOR THE COMING SUNDAY/ PREGO led by the Island 


Prayer Guides continues every third Tuesday via Zoom – All are welcome – some members are joining 


us from other parts of England and other parts of the Diocese of Wrexham. 
NEXT SESSION - TUESDAY 1ST JUNE, 7PM  


 


BAPTISM PREPARATION: 


PT has facilitated Baptism Preparation for one family from the Beaumaris Community: 


Tuesday 13th April, 11am & Tuesday 20th April, 11am. 


 


CONFIRMATION PREPARATION VIA ZOOM 


Bishop Peter is not booking any dates for Confirmation this Summer Term however… 


• The Confirmation Preparation course for use with Zoom, launched by the Salford Diocese on  


2nd March is to be offered, to young people on the Island who are eligible, in order that they are 


prepared in readiness for when Bishop Peter is ready and able to confer the Sacrament of 


Confirmation. We will be piloting this course once the Confirmation catechists are prepared and 


familiar with this resource. 


 


Website update:  


• The schedule of live streamed Mass is available  


• The Saturday Evening 6pm Mass is recorded and available each week 


• Website updated daily 
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Professional Development 


1. PT has been an observer of the Online Marriage Care Course via Zoom at the three sessions:  


Tuesday 20th April 


Tuesday 27th April 


Tuesday 4th May 


This is observation begins the Marriage Care Training process. 


 


2. In conversation via Zoom with John O’Brien Associate Professor of Theology Durham University 


3. PT has been invited by Oliver Barry OMI to be one of four lay delegates for the Anglo-Irish province 


to attend the next OMI International Lay Congress 27th – 29th May 2022. We have had one meeting 


so far on Friday 21st May. Next meeting Friday 4th June 3.30pm via Zoom. 


 


PAULINE THOMAS    21.05.21      
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Letter to Bishop Peter 
 


Dear Bishop Peter, 
 
Greetings and best wishes from Ynys Môn! 
 
We are writing to you to seek your blessing on a new schedule for the provision of Mass on Anglesey 
during this time of transition. 
 
Like most pastoral areas around the world, during these last 15 months we have struggled to keep 
contact, both physically and spiritually, with our communities on Anglesey. We have developed new ways 
of “being in touch”: installing a camera for attending Mass on-line, sending out our Island newsletter, 
homily, Sunday scripture readings and interesting articles. These are sent by email, by hand and by post to 
over 400 people. In addition, we have developed our website: omianglesey.org.uk as well as using Zoom 
to host many gatherings for prayer, talks, retreats, spiritual conferences and sacramental preparation. 
 
We endured the ordered lockdown when our Churches were closed and we imposed a voluntary one 
when things got really bad on Anglesey just after Christmas. 
 
But now that things are opening up again, we can cautiously begin to celebrate more freely in Church.  
 
With this in mind we want to propose a weekend schedule of liturgy for 6 of our 7 Communities. Menai 
Bridge is still closed and is not factored in to this schedule at the moment. 
 
The schedule involves a Saturday evening Mass and a Sunday morning Mass in 4 out of the 6 Communities 
(churches) each weekend. The other 2 communities (churches) would gather for a Celebration of Word 
and Communion. This schedule would rotate so that there would be Mass in each church every two out of 
three weekends. This is the schedule we have been successfully following since 2013. 
 
We have tried to work out a schedule for six churches and therefore 6 Masses each weekend and find it 
tortuously difficult. It looks easy on paper (2 priests, 6 masses, 3 each etc.) but for all sorts of reasons it 
requires efforts almost beyond out ability. Here are some of the reasons:  
 


• Two ageing priests one well beyond retirement age.  Parishioners are aware and anxious for the 
wellbeing of the two priests and have often voiced their concern that they see no sense in them 
rushing around at all times and in inclement weather in an overly busy schedule. 
 


• Our Congregations are also ageing fast.  Many are much frailer after lockdowns and self-isolating.  
A 9am Mass is beyond most and transport is non-existent before 9am on a Sunday morning. A 
consequence of this makes 2 Masses celebrated by the same priest on a Sunday morning difficult, 
especially juggling the distances.  


 


• The proposed schedule allows the priests to have more time for pastoral ministry with their 
scattered communities, for instance staying behind after Mass to meet and greet, availability to 
hear Confessions when requested, all of this and more, rather than rushing off to the next Mass. 


 


• The 3 week schedule, in its simplicity, is fairer to all communities and would be a unifying factor 
as we work through these strange times. 
 


• Ynys Môn communities have well trained and committed people who minister the Service of 
Word and Communion.  


 
We live in challenging times.  The proposed new Mass schedule underlines this and strengthens all of us 
on our journey of faith to embrace the future with confidence. We also place our trust in you, our 
Diocesan spiritual leader, as you bless our efforts. 
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 Island Pastoral Team. 
17th May 2021 VIRTUAL 11.00 a.m. 


Minutes 
Present: (in spirit) Joe, Frank, Pauline, John, Miranda and Stephen 


Chair: Joe 


Prayer: Frank 


Scribe: John 


Main items covered 


• Pauline –New guidelines for celebrations (Marriages, Funerals, baptisms) from Bishops 


of England and Wales 


• Stephen – Rhosneigr opening 


• Weekend Masses:  


Current model 


Saturdays              Holyhead 6 p.m.          Beaumaris 6 p.m. 


Sundays                 Benllech 10 a.m.,    Holyhead 10 a.m.,     Llangefni 11.15 a.m. 


Priests saying three Masses 


Need to find times for Rhosneigr and Amlwch at the weekend as Holyhead loses Saturday evening 


Three Masses each for our priests and six possible weekend Masses may seem a simple equation 
– either two Saturday Masses and one Sunday or two Sunday Masses and one Saturday Mass for 
each priest means early Sunday morning or early Saturday afternoons. 


 


On the grounds that  


The British Isles are one of the few places on the planet where Catholics celebrate Mass every 


Sunday or expect to 


Our priests are 83 and 74 


The priest only saying two masses, one on Saturday evening and one on Sunday morning while the 


third weekend would be a service of word and communion 


 


Holyhead Sunday 10 a.m.       Amlwch Saturday 6 p.m.        Beaumaris Sunday 10 a.m. 


 


Rhosneigr Saturday 6p.m.      Benllech Sunday 10 a.m.        Llangefni Saturday 6 p.m. 


 


This would result in easier travelling, home earlier on Saturday, decent start time on Sunday 


morning.  


Also if and when we only have one priest the model fits with two areas having a service of word and 


communion 


Ensures that the well trained Leaders of Word and Communion maintain their confidence and skill 


level 


 


• Next meeting Thursday 20th May at 11.00 am - Pauline to invite 


 


Chair: Frank          Prayer: Joe           Scribe: John 






